INDO-CHINA AND MALACCA                        247

contain vast archaeological and architectural treasures,
which have in recent years been carefully studied by
Aymonnier, Delaponte, and other French antiquarians.
From their researches, as well as from the inscriptions,
some of which have already been deciphered, it appears
that these monuments, covering a space of no less than
20 square miles, date from different periods between
700 and 1100 A.D. They were originally dedicated, not
to snake worship nor to Buddhism, as had long been
supposed, but to pure Brahmanism, although after the
introduction of Buddhist teachings many images of
Hindu deities were replaced by statues of Buddha.
The materials employed are a coarse porous red stone
for the substructures, a hard fine-grained sandstone for
the sculptures, and good durable bricks for the later
buildings. Collectively they form " the most remarkable
collection of ruins in the world, whether we regard the
prodigious magnitude of the ground-plan, the grandiose
dimensions of the principal palaces and temples, or the
artistic beauty and delicacy of the bas-reliefs and sculp-
tures" (Curzon).

The erection of these monuments, of which there are
seven distinct groups, is attributed by some French
authorities to the Khmers, a people of Aryan stock,
who arrived overland from India, conquered the country,
and founded the Cambodian empire, afterwards disappear-
ing, or becoming absorbed in the present Cambodian
population. But there is no record of any such Aryan
invasion of this region, and in all probability the in-
vaders were simply Hindu missionaries, who settled in
.the Mekhong basin, and introduced Aryan culture and
orderly government amongst the rude inhabitants of
Cambodia, as they did in other parts of Indo-China, as
well as of Malaysia, as still attested by the marvellous
remains of Ayuthia in Siam, of Pagan in Burma, and of